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Sri Durga Pooja Committee ®
Mangaluru

Durga Pooja Souvenir 2026

Celebrating 43 Years of Pooja
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Dear Sir/Madam,

We cordially invite you, your family and friends to celebrate
Sri Sri Durga Pooja with us from 15th October 2026 to 21st October 2026.

This marks our 43rd year of Durga Pooja celebrations in Mangaluru.
&
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Inaugural SFunction of

harodiya Purga %(ya,

On Friday, 16th October 2026, at 7:30 P.M.
at “Hindi Prachar Bhavan” Lalbagh, Mangaluru.
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Chief Guest :  Swami Jitakamanandayji
(Adhyaksha — Sri Ramakrishna Math - Mangaluru) will inaugurate the pooja.
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Guest of Honour : Dr. Abhay S. Nirgude
Vice-Principal, Yenepoya Medical College,
Prof. Community Medicine,
Yenepoya (Deemed to be University), Karnataka

— _ et o 4, e
Wt

Special Guest : Sri Manjunath B. Singai
General Manager (Circle Head)
Canara Bank
Mangaluru
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Other dignitaries and guests will be present on this occasion.
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With regards,

Dr. S.K. Tiwari
(President — Sri Durga Pooja Committee. Mob. No.: 9448388097)
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Sri Asis Kumar Roy I Sri Sukumar Biswas | Sri Krishna Kanta Biswas N
II (Vice President — Sri Durga Pooja Committee) < (General Secretary — Sri Durga Pooja Committee) (Treasurer — Sri Durga Pooja Committee.
9880694988 [ 9449389189 [ Mob. No.: 7349674307)
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Fu el Iing GAIL Gas Limited
Greener Future

---- Delivering Natural Gas at Doorsteps -----
in 9 States covering 16 Geographical Areas

: Madhya Pradesh: Dewas, Raisen-Shajapur-Sehore Districts « Haryana: Sonipat « Uttar Pradesh: Meerut, .
: Taj Trapezium Zone, Mirzapur-Chandauli-Sonbhadra Districts  Karnataka: Bengaluru Urban and Rural :
E Districts and Dakshin Kannada District « Uttarakhand: Dehradun District « Odisha: Ganjam-Nayagarh-Puri
* Districts, Sundergarh-Jharsuguda Districts & Gajapati, Kandhamal, Boudh, Sonepur Districts « Jharkhand:
, Giridih-Dhanbad Districts, Seraikela-Kharsawan District & West Singhbhum District « Chhattisgarh: |
, Kondagaon, Bastar, Sukma, Narayanpur, Bijapur & Dantewada Districts = Rajasthan: Bharatpur :

> Fuelling 11 Lakh+ Households, 4920 +Industries & Commercial Units and operating 660 + CNG Stations
alongwithits JVC's.

> Expanding the green footprints on India’s map alongwith 6 Joint Ventures.

> Enhancing customer convenience with platforms encompassing web-based modules, mobile apps, and
online payment gateways.

> Actively promoting Fuel Cell Technology, Tri-Generation, EV Charging Infrastructure & Compressed Bio-Gas.

GAIL Gas Limited

A Leading CGD Company in India
[A wholly owned subsidiary of GAIL (India) Limited]

r Care No:1800-102-928
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25th Oct 2026 Sunday (8:40 P.M) Sri Kojagari Lakshmi Pooja

8th Nov 2026 Sunday (8:30 P.M) Sri Kali Mata Pooja

11th Feb 2027 (9:00 AM - 11:30 AM) Sri Saraswati Pooja 14
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Dr. Manish Tiwari, Pintu Ganguli, Bikram Chakraborty, Sujit Das, [ \ o _
Gopal Das, Manos Ghosh, Dr. M. Biswas, Pinaki Das, Jitesh Chowdhury, Lakshmi M Tiwari, Sukanya Guha, Saswati Ghosh,
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Pranamita, Bitanu, Arko, Priya, Debanshu, Saanvi Saha, Pradeep Maji, Prathik Chakraborty, Pratiksha Chakraborty, Deboshmita Saha. /




With best compliments from

@ Cardolite

Chemistry for Tomorrow

! e N




E{OJ

™

) FROM THE DESK OF

THE PRESIDENT
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It gives me immense pieaeure and a deep sense of pride to extend my warm
greetings to all on the auspicious occasion of Durga Pooja, celebrated during
the holy festival of Navratri.
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For the past 43 years, our Durga Pooja Committee has been celebrating this sacred
festival in Mangalore, keeping alive our rich cultural heritage, spiritual traditions,
and devotion to Goddess Durga. What began as an expression of faith and collective
enthusiasm has, over the decades, grown into a cherished annual celebration, bringing
together devotees, families, and well-wishers in an atmosphere of devotion, harmony,
and brotherhood. This committee also celebrates Laksmi Pooja, Kali Pooja and Sarswati
Pooja during those auspicious days.

* Dear Devotees, Well—Wishers, and Esteemed Citizens, ; ][

The festival of Navratri symbolises the triumph of good over evil, the victory of
righteousness, and the eternal power of the Divine Feminine. Goddess Durga represents
courage, strength, compassion, and the protection of all that is good. Her divine presence
inspires us to face life's challenges with determination, uphold our values, and work
towards a society founded on peace, mutual respect, and unity.

The successful continuation of this celebration for more than four decades would not
have been possible without the generous support and encouragement of the citizens of
Mangalore. | express my heartfelt gratitude to all our devotees, donors, sponsors,
volunteers, and well-wishers whose faith, generosity, and active participation have
strengthened our efforts year after year. Their contribution is not merely financial or
organisational; it reflects a shared commitment to preserving our traditions and passing
them on to future generations.

I also wish to place on record our sincere appreciation for the cooperation extended by
the local authorities and various civic agencies. Their timely assistance and encouragement
have played an important role in enabling us to conduct the celebrations smoothly and
responsibly. We deeply value this continued support and look forward to the same
goodwill in the years to come.

As President, [ consider it a privilege to be associated with an institution that has served
as a symbol of devotion, cultural continuity, and community participation for 43 years.
I extend my sincere appreciation to every member of the Committee, past and present,
for their dedication, teamwork, and tireless efforts. The legacy we celebrate today is the
result of the collective vision and selfless service of many individuals who have contributed
to this noble cause over the years.

Our souvenir is a reflection of this enduring journey. It commemorates our shared
experiences, honours the spirit of service, and celebrates the bonds that unite us through
faith and tradition. May it serve as a lasting reminder of our commitment to keeping the
spirit of Durga Pooja alive in Mangalore.

On this auspicious occasion, let us seek the blessings of Maa Durga for the health,
happiness, and prosperity of every family. May the Divine Mother bless our city with
peace, strengthen the bonds of communal harmony, and inspire us to serve society
with compassion and sincerity.

With folded hands, I welcome you all to the celebrations and invite you to join us in
making this year's Durga Pooja another memorable chapter in our 43-year journey.

Jai Mata Di! ; e
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With warm regards and best wishes,

Dr Shashi Kant Tiwari

President
. Durga Pooja Committee, Mangalore
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Building Materials and more

INDIA’S ONE
STOP SHOP

For all your building material needs!
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PRODUCTS

o buildpro.store @ shankara_buildpro Shaop online @ www.buildpro.store




" VICE PRESIDENT'S
" MESSAGE

> Oy L—

vt el e e e+ Q=

Dear Friends, Sisters, Brothers and Readers,

Once again, with the blessings of Maa Durga, we are all coming
together to celebrate Shree Shree Durga Pooja in Mangaluru. This
year marks our 43rd year of celebration, and it gives us great joy to
welcome everyone to this sacred and happy occasion.

Durga Pooja is not only a festival of rituals and prayers. It is a
festival of faith, love, togetherness and devotion. It reminds us of
the victory of good over evil and gives us the strength to walk on
the right path with courage and kindness. Maa Durga is the mother
of all, and under her blessings we all become one family, forgetting
all differences of caste, creed, language and community.

From the very beginning, the main spirit of our Pooja has been Sarbojanin, which means a celebration
for all. We are proud that people from different communities of Mangaluru come together every year and
take part in this festival with open hearts. This unity and affection is the true beauty of our Durga Pooja.

Organizing this grand celebration is never an easy task. With limited funds and resources, it becomes possible
only because of the blessings of Maa Durga and the sincere support of devotees, well-wishers, patrons,
committee members and the local administration. We are thankful to everyone who contributes in any way,
big or small, to make this Pooja successful every year.

Our heartfelt thanks to the idol maker, priest, dhakis, decorators, electricians, bhog makers, volunteers and
all those who work day and night behind the curtain. Their hard work, dedication and love for Maa Durga
make this celebration complete. We also remember with deep respect the pioneers who started this Pooja in
this lovely land of Mangaluru many years ago. Because of their devotion, we are able to continue this
beautiful tradition today.

Along with the sacred rituals, we also arrange bhog prasad for devotees, cultural programmes, dance, drama
and drawing competitions for children. These activities bring joy to all and help our younger generation stay
connected with our culture and tradition. Our aim is always to celebrate Maa Durga’s Pooja with devotion,
discipline and happiness, involving everyone in the community.

This souvenir is a small memento of our shared love, faith and togetherness. Though it is small in size, it
carries the blessings, memories and creative efforts of many people. We hope all readers will enjoy it and
keep it as a sweet memory of this year’s celebration.

I sincerely request everyone to continue supporting us with your love, blessings and generous contribution,
so that we may carry forward this tradition for many more years to come.

. May Maa Durga bless us all with peace, health, happiness and success.
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Asis Kumar Roy
Vice President
R4 _ Sri Durga Pooja Committee, Mangaluru
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Mobile ; +91-8867212345 Phone : +91-824-2459219 1
+91-9880232289 = 2459228
+91-9164003689 Estd - 1979 - (R)2211189

B. Nagaraja Shetty

Founder e Advisor e Partner |
Ex. Minister Govt. of Karnataka |

Sri Ganesh Shipping Agency

[l Floor, Kanara Towers, Kottara Chowki,
Mangalore - 575 006. D.K. Dist.

E-mail : shelivnagarajb@ganeshshipping.com
shelly19571@gmail.com
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Ambition Coal Pvt. Ltd.

Jayesh Agrawal

Director

506, Rajhans Montessa, Airport Road,
Surat - 395007
®

AMBITION
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[“Sarva Mangala Mangalye Shive Sarvartha Sadhike,
Sharanye Tryambake Gauri Narayani Namostute.”|

The most awaited festival for me and millions of devotees across Coastal
Karnataka is the Mangaluru Dasara and Navaratri celebrations. It is one of
the most spiritual, vibrant, and culturally rich festivals in the region. The
epicentres of these celebrations are the Kudroli Gokarnanatha Temple,

Sri Mangaladevi Temple, and Sri Venkataramana Temple at Car Street.

During the festival, the entire city undergoes a breath taking transformation
with bright illuminations, colourful lights, and a joyous festive atmosphere.

The grand Vijayadashami procession, Maha Alankara, Navadurga Pooja,
Aksharabhyasa, Ayudha Pooja, Rathotsava, and the iconic Tiger Dance

(Pili Nalike / Huli Vesha) are some of the key devotional, spiritual, and cultural
highlights of Mangaluru Dasara. Furthermore, the Sharadiya Durga Pooja
celebrations organized by the Sri Durga Pooja Committee, Mangaluru, immensely
enhance the spiritual experience for devotees.

I consider it a supreme blessing from my Kuladevata, Sri Renuka Mata, to have
the opportunity to be a part of the 43rd Sri Sharadiya Durga Pooja. I profusely
thank the Sri Durga Pooja Committee, Mangaluru, for inviting me as the guest
of honour.

Durga Pooja brings people across different communities and cultures together
to celebrate the divine festival with joy and happiness. It is a time for families
and friends to unite and pray to Durga Mata to give us the strength and devotional
power to protect our families, stay united, and serve humanity. I pray that Durga Mata
- showers her divine blessings on everyone.
! —ac¥Ps

Dr Abhay Subhashrao Nirgude

Vice Principal, Yenepoya Medical College
Professor, Community Medicine

Yenepoya [Deemed to be University]

Mangaluru
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INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED Associate Vice President - QA (Trade Division)

904, Windfall, Sahar Plaza Complex,
Andheri - Kurla Road, Andheri (E),
Mumbai - 400 059, India.

: +9122 4094 2510

: 491 22 4094 2500

- +9199 2005 3179

»  KVLN.Murthy@IMR-Resources.com
*  Www.imr-resources.com
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As the first whiff of autumn settles in and the shiuli flowers begin to bloom
in our memories, we welcome you all to the 43rd year of Durga Puja in
Mangalore. Every year, this festival returns like an old friend, familiar and

comforting, yet carrying something new for each of us.

Forty-three years ago, a small group of Bengalis far from home decided to
bring Maa Durga to this coastal city. What began as a modest gathering has
become a tradition handed down with care. Today, the elders who laid its

foundation stand beside young students, working professionals and families,

’-f\_D{ Pratik C]}gtteﬂeej

and the children who grew up here now carry the festival forward. This is how

a tradition stays alive: not by being preserved, but by being passed on. - b -,

Durga Puja is more than rituals and celebration. It is the sound of the dhak,
the fragrance of incense, the shared bhog, the laughter over adda, and the quiet
moment of folded hands before the Devi. In these moments, we find our roots
and discover that home is wherever we gather together.

This year, as we celebrate the victory of good over evil, let us also remember

the strength Maa Durga represents: courage in difficulty, compassion in

power, and hope in every beginning. May she bless us all with health,

Ar]-.adeep Rmf 3

harmony and happiness.
-~ fo'\ >

&, Asche bochor abar hobe. Jai Maa Durga
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Emotions and Economics of Durga Puja: From Kumartuli to UNESCO

L4
Acknowledged by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) in 2021 in its
Session 16 by inscribing Durga Puja as 'Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity'. Prior to community puja, the
wealthy families and the zamindars of West Bengal used to perform the rituals. Kumartuli potters hailed from
Krishnanagar was brought to Kolkata under the guidance of Raja Nabakrishna Deb to make idols where skills,
dedication, patience brings craftmanship to life. Idol-makers eventually settled near Hoogly as it was an easy access
to Ganga mati. Goddess Durga, the central deity is worshipped as feminine power who defeated Mahisasura is
sculpted from Ganga mati (soil). Later small clusters started organising and the artisan gained importance in large
numbers. Every year it is celebrated during the months of September-October but the preparation starts months
before the festival. It is recognised as the celebration of religious carnival concentrating on cultural heritage, which
emphasized art and creativity giving employment opportunities to many where individuals from different sects join
hands, indulging in further consumption creating a multiplier effect. The hidden workforce behind the celebration
include ample professionals together. Idol makers and painters initiates the emotions subsequently followed by the
priests. Carpenters, technicians, electricians, change ordinary space into spectacular zones. Transport workers,
decorators add value to the celebration. Service-helpers include guards, cleaners, waste collectors, sanitation workers
keep everything running. In many parts of India, it is celebrated as Navaratri where families follow strict fasting. It is
the celebration of homecoming, togetherness, culture, memories, food delicacies, sweets, music, cultural programs
and moreover hope. India, this year faced deficit in rains which technically ended on September 30, 2026 with a
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? deficit of 13% which can lead to drought. Moreover, the inflationary burden, trade-shifts, indecent weather shocks,
&!2 and geo-political loads have kept individuals anxious but the emotions towards these festivals are positive and peppy.
4’5 Public spaces are utilised for making temporary changes through pandals with their thematic decor, electrical
% exhibits, pedestrian zones, road-side vendors, making things more attractive. Ample seasonal businesses prosper
() during this period in products and services. Services like airlines, trains, buses, hotels, travel agencies are heavily

utilised in this tenure. Fashion and accessories have a festive rush. Restaurants, street foods, sweets shops, caterers’,
home-cooks are high in demand. E-commerce and q-commerce platform have exceptional seasonal sprint. Police
force, security personnel have extra hours at work. Gig-workers like delivery partners, freelancers’ services like
photographers and videographers, core home-services partners, driver and grooming partners indulge in short-term,
flexible work to meet the sudden spike in demand. Services like event management companies demand heave. Other
facilities like cleaning services, electrical appliances, grooming services, photography, communication and
entertainment services also surge. Artisan creativity are well acknowledged as their masterpieces are designed in
multiple innovative themes including environmentally sustainable ideas. The celebration starts with Bodhon on
Soshti the sixth day. Saptami marks the Nabapatrika puja. The characteristics of Ashtami is vital and the transitional
| shift from Ashtami to Navami is called Sandhi Puja. The ninth day Navami indulge in Kumari Puja and Dashami
with Visarjan. The Dhak and Kashor are instruments typical played in the season which adds rich flavour in the
celebration. Fragrance of dhuno creates a devotional atmosphere. Dhunuchi naach (dance) is a special art-form
practiced during the festival with a special prompt. These skills are inherited by individuals from their ancestors and
also are passed to the future generations to keep alive the cultural heritage of the festival. Morning hours are
specifically curated for puja, homa, kumari puja and many other rituals. But as the dusk set the whole city gives a
different vibe. Lights, aroma, people come in their authentic drapes turn it to be a magnificent carnival. Large crowds
from different section of the society visit pandals and experience the creativity of many which now moved beyond to
social and broadcasting media. Today the celebration has shifted from traditional to hybrid format where physical
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| ritual and digital participation are performed together. Traditional the puja was physical but today digital media add |
@ another layer to this experience. Social media sites like Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and other websites related i
' platforms are flooding with reels, videos and shorts to cross geographical boundaries. i
i Durga puja creates a multiplier effect as it creates one round spending on income, consumption, production and
' A employment. Durga puja is thus considered as the intangible living cultural heritage which is practiced and §
transmitted every year and are experienced by many from different corners of the world. It is a celebration which g
a\

ﬂf{; help devotees to overcome life challenges and ultimate triumph of good over evil. N
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DURGA PUJA - When the City Comes Alive

When autumn arrives in Bengal, the city seems to
awaken. Blue skies, shiuli flowers, glowing pandals,
and the rhythmic sound of dhak announce the arrival
of Durga Puja—a celebration of faith, art, culture,
and togetherness.

More than a festival, Durga Puja is a feeling.
Goddess Durga stands at its heart, symbolising
strength and the triumph of good over evil. For
many, these days are also a homecoming, bringing
families together, reconnecting old friends, and
o filling the streets
with laughter,
music, and colour.

Every pandal becomes a temporary masterpiece,
while traditional food like khichuri bhog, beguni,
sweets, and countless street-food favourites turn the
celebration into a feast for the senses.

Then comes
Dashami. The
drums continue,
but the mood :
. becomes quieter as Goddess Durga begins her
journey home. The lights fade, pandals
disappear, and the city slowly returns to normal.

Yet the memories remain — shared meals, endless
photographs, tired feet, laughter, and moments
spent together.

For a few golden days, Durga Puja reminds
us that the most beautiful celebrations are
the ones that bring people closer.

Written by
Mr. Ramananda Chattejee
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Shubho Durga Puja & Happy

Dasara
Seeking the blessings of Maa Durga

May the Goddess bring strength, good health and prosperity to every home and every workplace this festive season.
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Lakshmi Cryogenics Pvt.
Lid.

Est. 1996

Filling plant for industrial & medical
Oxygen, Argon, CO, and Dry Ice

Nitrogen - Hydrogen - Dissolved Acetylene -
Nitrous Oxide - High Purity Argon - Zero Air -

Lakshmi Sales

Corporation
Est. 1985 - House of Industrial Supplies

Authorised dealers

Domestic & Commercial LPG (TotalGaz)
Dye-Penetrant Chemicals & Rustlick - Gas
Equipment & Accessories - Welding

Suvan Sales
Est. 1985 - Industrial Equipment &
Consumables

Authorised dealers

Welding Electrodes & Equipment - MIG/TIG
Consumables & Filler Wires - Power &
Pneumatic Tools - Grinding Wheels &

Abrasives - Safety Equipment - Hand &
Cutting Tools - Lifting & Shifting Equipment -
Water Dispensers (SKF Elixer)

Argon-CO, Mixture - Calibration & other Electrodes

industrial gases. PESO certified cylinder
testing facility.
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ISO 9001:2015 Certified | ZED Certification — Bronze | PESO Certified Cylinder Testing
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Factory: Plot No. 30, Industrial Area, Baikampady, Mangalore — 575 011 | Office: Lakshmi Towers, Main Road, Kulai, Mangalore - 575 019

WhatsApp +91-7411159900 | +91-7411623999 | 0824-2983274 | www.suvansales.com | sales@suvansales.com |
lakshmicryo@gmail.com
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ESTD 1947

. L. SHET DIAMOND HOU®K

¢ LADYHILL ~

Opp. Mangala Swimming Pool,
Near Ladyhill Circle, Gandhi Nagar,
Mangaluru - 575 003
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,f:' @ e 0824-2453262, 2456262 e slshetdiamondhouse1947@gmail.com

ESTD : 1947

S.L.SHET

JEWELLERS & DIAMOND HOUSE j’
- G OD

0824-2440242, 2440085, 2440271
K.S.Rao Road, Mangalore - 575 001
slshet1947@gmail.com d
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Name : Mahima Biswas
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Bank of Baroda
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Union Bank

of India
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Name : Tumpa Paul
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B. NITYANANDA SHETTY
MANAGING PARTNER

AMOGHA
SHIPPING AGENCY

® +o198-45-082089
@) +91824-2454589 / 2455589
@ bnshetty@amoghagroup.com | ;ﬁ} '
www.amoghagroup.com 37

1st Floor, Sri Ram Building, Kottara Chowki,
Mangalore - 575 006, Karnataka, India.
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Name : Saanvi Saha
Grade -V
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Name : Saanvi Saha
Grade -V
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Name : Sneha Biswas
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Name : Anwesha Mal
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Name : Anwesha Mal
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Name : Manvik



Photography of
Mangaluru’s Cultural Traditions
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- Mr. Bikram Chakraborty
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{ Sl'l Durga Poola Commlttee Mangalore>
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1\ More than a festival, Durga Puja is a celebration of our shared A

heritage — a time that brings people, traditions and emotions

together. It reminds us of the strength within, the power of goodness, ey
and the beauty of being united as a community.
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